CHAPTER   VIII
PILGRIMS   AND   PROPAGANDISTS   IN
THE   FOURTEENTH   CENTURY
Pilgrimages and conditions of medieval travel. Pilgrims, preachers and
propagandists. Ricoldo de Monte-Croce. Wilhelm von Boldensele. Jeari
de Bourgogne ('Mandeville'). Giacomo di Verona. Ludolph von Suchem.
Pietro di Penna. Lionardo di Niccol6 FrescobaldL Niccol6 di Marthono.
Thomas Brigg and Thomas Swinburne. Ogier VIII d'Anglure. Noble
Pilgrims from France, England, Italy, Germany and East Central Europe.
Anonymous Travels. Conclusion
PILGRIMAGES and crusades were closely associated during
the Middle Ages. The argument that the second were
born of the first, is not utterly without foundation, for
both were acts of piety and penitence, and moreover the
pilgrims of the eleventh century carried back with them
tales of Christian suffering and of desecration of Holy
Places by the fanatic Saljuq conquerors who had departed
from the tolerant policy of the early Caliphs. Thus the
armed crusader took the place of the presumably defenceless
pilgrim in the prolonged contest between the East and
the West over the possession of the Holy Land. With
the complete downfall of the Latin Kingdom of Jerusalem,
at the end of the thirteenth century, however, there was
a reversion to the old way of pilgrimage to Jerusalem,
then in alien hands. The number of pilgrims, indeed,
increased during the fourteenth century to such an extent
that the maritime Republic of Saint Mark found it a
paying proposition to establish a semi-regular service
for the pilgrim traffic to the Holy Places beyond the
sea.1
1 See for example Ptices relatives au passage a Ftmse de pllerins de Terre
Sainte in AOL, II, 237-49; R. Rohricht, Deutsche Pilgemisen, 6-13, 43-7
and 49-52.
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